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sacrificed j neither the aged, the crippled,
nor the diseased; but the victim must be
of good appearance, and be prepared by
ablution, and purifying ceremonies. On
the day preceding the sacrifice, he must be
adorned with flowers, anointed with oil,
and smeared with red sandal wood. The
sacrificer is commanded to worship his
victim, and after the death blow is given.,
auguries are drawn of prosperity or other-
wise to the sacrificer. A human sacrifice
must only be made after the victim has
attained his twenty-fifth year, extreme
~youth being unwelcome to the goddess.

Such are a few of the horrible laws
which have been allowed to govern the
ceremonies of these appalling rites. Yet
fearful as they are, when the dreadful
penances, startling superstitions, and autho-
rized religious cruelties which pervaded the
ancient world, are considered by the light
of reason, it is scarcely subject for sur-
prise, that fanataeism should complete the
catalogue of terrors, by demanding human
victims for the propitiation of its deities.
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